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This is a how-to guide for high school football videographers.  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ 5ŀƴ ά{ǳƭƭȅέ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ 

guide to the person moving into the position he was vacating after six years of recording football games 

ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴǎΩ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘool football team, at least three of those years were as the official (read: paid) 

videographer.  In this guide, Sully attempts to provide videographers and people considering the job 

advice on everything from framing plays to bladder timing.  Some of the tips will pertain specifically to 

±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ District football but the vast majority of the advice imparted will be universal. 

What does a videographer do? 

The videographer records the game for the Head Coach.  The Head Coach and his staff use this video to 

ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ make adjustments where 

necessary.  They may also use this video to create recruiting videos for their players seeking athletic 

scholarships to play at the collegian/university level.  In the Peninsula District, all of the teams also 

exchange their last gamŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ άƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŀƳŜΦ 

 

Figure 1:  Sully (left) and a friend discussing a scrimmage between plays atop a stadium press box 



Why would I want to be a videographer? 

Before jumping into the instruction, Sully wants to detail the benefits of taking on the high school 

Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƛƎΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘκŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ you as the videographer will 

have all the game footage for when the time comes that you need to prepare a recruiting video for your 

ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ  {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ Cw99Η  

Finally, as the videographer, you will enjoy some of the best viewing angles of the game as video is 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ōƻȄΦ  5ƛŘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ![[ ǘƘŜ 

games for FREE? 

What should I know up front? 

As a high school football team videographer you and your employer must mutually agree on a 

statement of work (SOW).  This should provide both parties with an understanding of: 

¶ Who provides media equipment (i.e. camera, tripod, charger, computer to burn video DVDs on, 

Blank DVDs, etŎΧύ 

¶ What events are to be covered (i.e. Number of games, scrimmages, Varsity only or both Varsity 

ŀƴŘ W±Σ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƭŀȅƻŦŦǎΣ ŜǘŎΧύ 

¶ What are the deliverables and when are they due (i.e. two copies of the game in standard DVD 

format due 24 hours after the conclusion of the game, handing the camera with game footage 

to the coach immediately following the gameΣ ŜǘŎΧύ 

¶ Your compensation. 

 

Figure 2: Video editing software used to add titles and create DVDs 



OncŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƛǊƻƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ SOW ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōǳǎȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

into pre-season, pre-game, game time, post-game, and extra advice. 

Pre-Season 

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΦ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊe some of the things you 

should think about next: 

¶ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ /ƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǇŀǎǎΦ  

This pass will get you and two family members into the Peninsula District games for free. 

¶ If the school system is providing camera/computer equipment, determine what the procedure 

will be for checking this gear out.  Will you check it out at the beginning of the season or before 

each game?  If you have to check out the camera prior to each game, you will need to ensure 

you get it early enough to charge the battery(ies) if A/C power is not available at the game site.  

¶ Become familiar with the camera/computer equipment if you are not using your own.  The time 

to learn how the camera operates is not at the opening kick-off. 

Pre-Game 

{ƻ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

about at least a day before the game: 

¶ As indicated in the pre-season section, A/C power might not always be available.  In the 

Peninsula District you can only count on having A/C power during varsity games and extenuating 

circumstance could cause you to need battery power then too.  A Golden Rule:  Always have 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅόƛŜǎύ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ game. 

¶ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳƴŘƭŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎƻǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀƳŜ 

kit.  At some stadiums the videographers work on the roof of the press box and power is only 

available inside.  Not all stadiums have weather-proof outlets on the roof so you may need to 

run 20-25 feet of extension cord.  I always brought at least one cord with triple plugs at the end.  

¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀ 

planner or the number of outlets was limited. 

¶ I always included a snack and two small bottles of water in my game kit.  The snack is for 

ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴŀŎƪ ōŀǊΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜ 

bathroom during the game.  I would typically get rid of the work-ŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

stadium.  Hit the restrooms about 20-30 minutes before the game starts and then again at half-

time.  I would allocate one of the small bottles of water for the first half and one for the second 

half.  Using this technique I can say I never recorded a play while dancing with crossed legs. 

¶ INVENTORY your game kit BEFORE departing for each game.  Notice the emphasis there?  

ThŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛǎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ !κ/ ŀŘŀǇǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ.  Golden Rule:  ALWAYS INVENTORY your game kit BEFORE 

leaving for the game. 



¶ Check the weather and plan for what you discover.  I have, at times set up lean-ǘƻΩǎ ƛƴ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ 

seating using handrails and zip-ties to secure a rain poncho under which I recorded games in 

fairly extreme conditions.  Having a buddy/spouse with a large umbrella can suffice just be 

careful with the power cords.  I used only outdoor rated extension cords and would loop the 

connections and A/C adaptor so they hung off the ground directly underneath the camera on 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŘǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƪŜŜǇǎ 

you from doing the voltage dance. 

¶ 5ǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƻ Ƙƻǘ ƻǊ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ 

anything about it.  If you think the evening might get a little chilly, pack the hoodie. 

¶ Sunglasses and insect repellent are also things to consider for your game kit.  Until you become 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƭŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳōŀǘ όǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀƴǘύ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ōǳŦŦŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

unexpected mosquito swarm. 

¶ I would always bring a soft cloth in case I needed to clean the camera lens. 

¶ Finally I always pack a pair of reading glasses.  Following the guy with the ball from on top of the 

press box ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǾƛŜǿ-ŦƛƴŘŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΦ 

Game Time 

bƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƎΣ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀƳŜ ƪƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ 

in to the stadium.  Time to bring home the bacon.  Here is ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ {ǳƭƭȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

recording the game.   This section will be further sub-divided into sections on setting up, recording the 

game, after the final whistle. 

Setting up 

For varsity football games in the Peninsula district you will record from inside the press box at Todd 

Stadium, on top of the press box at Gloucester, and on an uncovered balcony on the side of the press 

box at Darling Stadium.  A/C power is available at each location.  If recording JV games is a part of your 

SOW, counǘ ƻƴ bh¢ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ !κ/ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊΦ  

Each stadium has a home and a visitor side in the press box.  For the Peninsula District stadiums the 

home team side is (as you stand in/on the press box and look out at the center of the field): 

¶ Todd Stadium:  The last two windows on the left side of the press box 

¶ Darling Stadium:  The balcony on the right side of the press box. 

¶ Gloucester Stadium:  On the left side of the roof of the press box. 

Set up your camera on a tripod in, on, or adjacent to the press box (stadium dependent). 

If you are recording JV games, seek out the high ground.  There are not many big bleachers at the 

tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ  ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ рл ȅŀǊŘ ƭƛƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴe at 

Kecoughtan is mighty shakey but provides a good vantage point for recording the game.  At fields like 



Warwick and Heritage with extremely low  or no bleachers I would try to park my truck behind the track 

as close to the 50 yard line as I could get and set up my tripod in the bed or on the roof of the cab so I 

could see over the players on the sideline. 

wǳƴ !κ/ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƘƛƎƘ Ŧƻƻǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ 

out in the middle of a play. 

Again, if raining or rain is expected, hang cord junctions and A/C adaptors on the tripod under the 

camera.  Golden Rule:  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ 

wait until your equipment gets unexpectedly soaked. 

Ensure you have Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ǎǿƛǾŜƭΦ  !ǘ ¢ƻŘŘ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 

Ƴȅ ǘǊƛǇƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇƻŘǎ ƭŜƎǎ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

window.  Then I shorten the length of those to legs until the camera is leaning forward enough to see 

the complete end zone and the scoreboard on both ends of the field. 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩs functionality.  Open the LCD screen, ensure it powers up, and recordsΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƴot right. 

bƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŎƪ-off.  Hopefully you have 15 minutes to go prepare your bladder for two 

quarters of football glued to the camera.  Go hit the restroom.   Golden Rule:  5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ 

this topic. 

Recording the Game 

I always try to record at least 10 seconds of the team running onto the field.  This is to give me some 

pre-ƎŀƳŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5±5Φ  LŦ L Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ LΩƭƭ ƎǊŀō Ƴȅ мл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

When recording kick offs, I start the camera as the referee who was standing by the kicker gets to the 

sideline and raises his hand.  This should allow you to capture the audio of the whistle starting the 

game/play. 

Instead of following the ball (up in the air) on kick offs, I try to frame the initial video to cover both 

ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мр-нл ȅŀǊŘǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ƛǎ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ L 

slowly pan to the player receiving the ball trying to catch as much of the up-field blocking as I can in the 

process.  Once the ōŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ LΩƭƭ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ȊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

trying to keep as much of the blocking around him in the Field of View (FOV).  Follow this player until he 

is tackled or scores and then stop the video about 3-5 seconds later.  This gives extra footage to fade out 

a play on or identify the players as they get up out of the pile. 

For all plays I try to time the start of the video as the QB goes into the snap count.  If the QB has a quick 

snap count, try to figure out the timing so you have at least 3-5 seconds prior to the snap for video 

reviewers to examine the formations.  Starting the video at the beginning of the quarter and leaving it 

running to the end is not advised as it makes the video MUCH longer and takes up valuable space on a 



DVD.  Using my timing method for on/off will give you 35-45 minutes of video for a varsity game and 

about 20 for a JV game. 

 

Figure 3: Framing the play before the ball is snapped 

L ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

remember why a particular down started 5, 10, 15 yards from where the last play ended on the video.  

LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎent an unobstructed 

view of his signal and record until the offense(s) is/are signaled. 

Framing regular plays begins with a wide shot showing the position of all the players on the field with a 

slow zoom to show the offense (perhaps cutting out a wide receiver or two) and the defensive line and 

backs.  This slow zoom, leading to the snap is done to make it easier to follow the football once the play 

ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ȊƻƻƳŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ v. ŦŀƪŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ-off to.  If 

the play is a running play, slowly zoom in on the runner but not so much that you cut out the blocking 

going on around him.  As soon as you recognize a pass play, stop zooming in and perhaps even do a bit 

ƻŦ ȊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻn of the field you will have a hard time following 

the pass through the view finder/LCD screen.  Once the receiver catches the ball, treat it as a running 

play. 

There are several times, throughout the game I will record a 3 second shot of the scoreboard.  I do this 

after every score and at the end of each quarter to include the fourth.  This makes it easier for people 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΦ 

Halftime ς Go to the restroom and prepare your bladder fƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

ǘƛƳŜ ȅŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǎǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƪƛŎƪ-off.  

Ask me how I know that. 

Record the second half as you did the first. 

 



After the Final Whistle 

At the final whistle, get your 3 second shot of the scoreboard to capture the final score.  At this point I 

stop the video and re-aim the camera on the 50 yard line with the zoom set to cover sideline to sideline.   

As soon as the teams start walking out to shake hands, start recording and then stop once the last 

players have shaken hands and are headed for their separate end zones.  This footage serves two 

purposes.  First, it provides you some background for the closing titles.  Second, it can serve as evidence 

in ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ƎŀƳŜ ōǊŀǿƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

video in the cut you give to the coaches. 

!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎƘŀƪŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ  {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

linger ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŜƴŘǎΦ  /ƭƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜŀǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  If you are 

the last one out/off the roof, be a good guest and close ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊκƘŀǘŎƘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

points to if the place gets vandalized before the next event. 

Post Game 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ {h² ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

camera with game video on it back to the coach. 

My statement of work included producing two DVDs of each varsity game for delivery to the coach by 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛŘŜƻΩŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 5±5 ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ W± ǘŜŀƳΦ 

As soon as I returned to the house I would download my video and then create the DVD(s) using the 

movie making software, Pinnacle Studio.  I would put titles at the beginning and end of each game.  At 

the start of each game the titles would include who was playing, the date, and location of the game.  

The post-game titles ǿŜǊŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ W± ƎŀƳŜǎΩ 

ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǎŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘǎΦ 

For coaches I worked with, I would arrange dead-drops for the DVDs.  I would leave the DVDs either in 

my mailbox or ƛƴ ŀ ōŀƎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊƪƴƻō ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

rain I would put them in a zip-lock back.  The purpose of these dead-drops was ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

wake up at what-ever pre-dawn time the over-enthusiastic coach showed up looking for his videos. 

When burning the videos I would load each one in Windows Media Player and watch the beginning, 

ƳƛŘŘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5±5ǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ 

I burned an extra, or master copy of each game that I would retain in case there was a problem with the 

DVDs the coach received or anyone else requested a copy of the game.  My personal policy on this was 

that I would burn copies for people who supplied their own media for free and I charged $5 a game for 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŜƴƛǎƘ Ƴȅ 5±5 ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

time. 

 



Extras 

I did two additional things with the video I recorded. 

At the end of each season I created Varsity and JV highlight DVDs for viewing at the banquet.  This can 

only be done if you are identifying the worthy plays as you go through the season.  You will not have 

time to review the whole season, identify the highlights, and create the DVD between the last game of 

the season and the banquet.  Usually a day or two after each game I would review the video and tag 

Ǉƭŀȅǎ L ŘǳōōŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ƻƴȅΩǎ ta. ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ.  At the end of the season 

LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ŏƻmpile them on the DVD. 

This process also assisted me with the second thing I did with the videos.  After tagging all the worthy 

plays of each game as either a good offensive or defensive plays, I would pick the best one in each 

category, convert it to a Windows Movie file (.wmv) reduced to just a couple of megabytes in size and 

then post them to the website I ran for the team.  Next to the stats for each game,  was a hyperlink to 

the offensive and defensive Plays of the Week (POWs). 

 

Figure 4: Menchville Monarch website maintained by the author and his wife 

 



Nothing under the Extras heading was on my statement of work.  I did it to give the boys something to 

get hyped about.  Whenever they would ask if I could give them the POW, I wƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

to earn it ς ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 

men on the team.  

That completely exhausts the contents of my cranium that pertains to being a high school football 

videogrŀǇƘŜǊΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨƻō ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƘƛƎƘ 

school.  It can be very rewarding in that you will get to know many of the young men better than you 

ever would have otherwise.  It gives you the opportunity to interact with them and hopefully provide a 

ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦ  {ƻ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΣ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions or comments regarding this guide?  

E-mail them to Sully at sully@cox.net 

mailto:sully@cox.net

